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BOURNEMOUTH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
Year 9 Guide to GCSE Courses 2016 - 2018 

 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
You are now at the stage of your school life when you 
are going to be taking some of the responsibility for 
designing your curriculum in all subjects, both GCSE 
and non-examination.  It is important that you make 
the decisions for yourself because you are the one who 
is going to do the hard work. 
 

At BSG we provide a broad education to enable you to 
develop your skills and knowledge in a wide range of 
subjects, so that you can keep your A-level and career 
options open for as long as possible.  The Year 10 and 
Year 11 timetable also has to meet the requirements 
of Key Stage 4 of the National Curriculum, with most 
subjects leading to GCSE examinations.  This is why 
there are some limitations on choices which otherwise 
would result in a narrow curriculum.  
 

To make sensible choices, you will need to assess your 
own strengths and weaknesses, taking advice from 
your family, friends and teachers.  At the same time, 
you should find out about career opportunities as they 
relate to particular subjects.  However, as stated 
above, your choices are restricted so that everyone will 
have a broad combination of subjects and crucial 
decisions about career choices and subject specialism 
can be left until the end of Year 11. 
 
 

GCSE 
 
GCSE subjects were previously graded from A* to G. 
However, the government has introduced a new scale 
from 9 - 1 and this will now be used to assess the vast 
majority of GCSE subjects.  The examinations test: 
 

o whether you understand what you have 
been taught; 

o whether you can recall facts; 
o whether you can present your ideas 

clearly; 
o whether you can demonstrate practical 

and oral skills. 
 
 

 
 
 
At BSG, the GCSE courses follow on naturally from the 
kind of work you have been doing in Years 7 to 9.  You 
may have already started on your GCSE course in some 
subjects.   
 
 

WHAT TO DO 
 
Read this booklet carefully and find out more from the 
following: 
 

 your subject teachers; 
 your Form Tutor; 
 your Head of House; 
 the Careers Department 

 
Your initial choices are important and you should try to 
make them as carefully as possible.  You will not 
normally be expected to change your choice of 
subjects without good reason.  In the majority of cases 
you will be able to study the subjects you wish.  
However, there may be limitations because of the 
combination of subjects you choose or because of 
limitations in accommodation for practical subjects, or 
because of limited demand for particular subjects.  If 
there is a problem with your choices, we will talk to you 
and your parents.  
 
It may not be possible to make late changes because of 
timetable restrictions or because of the sizes of groups 
already planned.  If it is necessary to request a change 
you should ask your parents to write a letter to Mr 
Brien, who will consider it. 
 
Complete the form at the back of this booklet and 
return it to your form tutor by 9 AM, MONDAY 
7th MARCH at the latest.  All forms handed in by this 
date will be dealt with equally.  There is no advantage 
in rushing your choices and handing your form in very 
early. However, you may be at a disadvantage if you 
hand in your form beyond the deadline. 
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COURSES OFFERED AT BSG 
 
 
 
Details about each subject are given in the next section of the booklet, in the order listed below: 
 

 Personal Social and Health Education 

 Physical Education – core programme  

 English Language 

 English Literature 

 Mathematics 

 Science: Biology, Chemistry, Physics 

 Computing  

 Design & Technology (Graphic Products,  Product Design, Textiles Technology) 

 Food Preparation & Nutrition 

 Religious Studies 

 Modern Languages: French, German and Spanish 

 Geography 

 History 

 Art and Design 

 Drama  

 Music 

 Physical Education  

 

The school uses the following examination boards: 
 

 AQA 

 OCR 

 EDEXCEL 

 WJEC 

 
At the back of the booklet you will find copies of the form on which to indicate your choice of options. 
 
Copy 1 is your record of the choices made.  Copy 2 should be completed and returned to your form tutor by 
9 AM, MONDAY, 7TH MARCH at the latest.  
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WHICH SUBJECTS DO I TAKE?  
 
English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Religious Studies are 
compulsory – all pupils take them.  
 
We also make the following recommendations to pupils and parents: 

- You should take at least one Modern Language.   

- You should take at least one of History or Geography.  You can take both. 

- You should take at least one Creative, Practical or Technical subject. 
 
A new measure of school performance has been introduced by the government called the English Baccalaureate.  

This will be awarded to pupils who gain Grade 5 or above in all of the following subjects:   

 
 English Language 

 Mathematics 

 at least 2 Sciences 

 a Modern Language  

 a Humanity:  either History or Geography.   

 
The requirements of the English Baccalaureate fit in well with our own strong recommendations for which 

subjects you should study.  However, when you come to choose your subjects from the options section, you 

should above all do the subjects which you think you will enjoy and do your best in.  Remember that once you 

have made your choices you will be committed to studying ALL your subjects until the end of Year 11 unless 

there are exceptional circumstances such as long-term absence from school. The grades you achieve at GCSE 

may well be looked at by university admissions tutors in addition to your predicted A level grades.  Therefore, it 

is important that all your GCSE grades are as high as possible.   
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SUMMARY OF YEAR 10-11 CURRICULUM 2016 – 2018 
 
 
 

 Number of GCSEs Periods per 2 weeks 

English Language  and English Literature 2 6 

Mathematics 1 5 

Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 3 9 

Religious Studies 1 3 (4 in Year 11) 

GCSE options  4 20 (4 x 5) 

NON GCSE COURSES 

Social Education, including Careers, Health 
Education and Citizenship 

Physical Education 

ICT (see below) 

Complementary Studies (Year 11) 

- 6 

 
 
 

ICT  
 
All pupils will have a core entitlement of 1 period a 

week in Year 10 to develop their ICT skills 

Pupils will work towards the Microsoft Office 

Specialism suite of qualifications during their 

weekly ICT lesson.  You have already started on this 

in Year 9.   

Pupils may, in addition, opt to take computer 

science as one of their GCSE options.  

For more details of both courses, see the 

Information Technology entry in the subjects 

section of this booklet.  
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OPTIONS  
 

 
You must choose FOUR subjects from the following 

list.  You should ensure that in your choice of 

subjects that you retain a broad and balanced 

programme of study, so as not to limit your choices 

for further study or to block any career paths in 

which you may later be interested.   

  

 

You are advised to choose: 

 A language 

 A humanities subject – History or Geography 

 A creative, practical or technical subject  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Art 

Computing  

Drama  

Food Preparation & Nutrition  

French    

Geography 

German 

 

Graphic Products  

History  

Music 

Physical Education  

Product Design  

Spanish 

Textiles Technology 

 

 
 
 

 We recommend that you take either History or Geography.  You can take both. 

 You can take more than one foreign language.  

 You can take more than one Technology subject. 
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PERSONAL SOCIAL and HEALTH EDUCATION 

 
 
 
In Years 10 and 11, the emphasis in PSHE lessons is 

on Careers, Health Issues, Well-being and 

Citizenship.  Other sessions include Economic 

Awareness and Enterprise Education. 

 

Health Education is concerned with sexually 

transmitted diseases, HIV and AIDS, drugs 

awareness and teenage pregnancy.  Outside 

speakers are invited for the specialist areas. 

 

Well-being lessons involve looking at the benefits of 

positive emotions, understanding the practice of 

mindfulness and developing resilience.  

 

Citizenship lessons can include learning about a 

development and aid charity, the work of MPs and 

local councillors and the relevance of democratic 

decision-making on a local, national and 

international scale.  

 

The work in Careers is as follows: 

 

By the end of Year 10 you will: 

 

 have the chance to do two weeks’ Work 

Experience 

 know how to write letters of application and fill 

in application forms 

 have developed interview and telephone 

techniques 

 have the opportunity to talk to the Careers 

Advisor about your future 

 have received more information about the 

choices open to you at the end of 

Years 11 and 13 

 continue to develop your independent 

research skills 

 

By the end of Year 11 you will have: 

 

 visited a Careers Convention 

 used computer programs to help you know 

more about types of work in which you are 

interested 

 received help to decide about your next step 

and how to make it 

 had the opportunity to see the Careers Advisor 

for an individual interview 

 developed independent research skills 

 had talks from representatives of a range of 

careers. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

 
  

In Year 10, all pupils have the opportunity to 

participate in the Sports Leader Award 1.  It is a 

practical, nationally recognised qualification in 

which pupils demonstrate their knowledge and 

understanding mainly through physical competence 

but also through written work.  It covers planning, 

preparing and assisting a simple sporting activity, 

basic communication skills and understanding the 

role of the sports official, enabling pupils to develop 

good leadership skills in sport and become an 

accredited sports leader.  This culminates in all year 

10 students organising, hosting and leading a sports 

festival for our link primary schools. 

 

Year 10 pupils also participate in health-related 

exercise and a variety of sporting activities.  

 

In Year 11, pupils begin an options programme 

selecting two activities from a list which includes 

activities such as trampolining, swimming, squash, 

yoga, dance, multi-gym fitness work, self-defence 

and badminton.  

 

A large range of recreational and competitive extra-

curricular clubs continues to be available in Years 10 

and 11, at lunch times and after school.  Inter-house 

competitions in a variety of sports are also 

organised.  
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE (AQA) 

 
 
 
 
English Language is a core subject and serves as a 

foundation for most, if not all, other subjects.  The 

skills developed in the course: reading, writing, 

speaking and listening are relevant beyond the 

English classroom and pupils will find them essential 

wherever their future choices lead them.  For this 

reason, English Language GCSE Grade C or above is 

an entry requirement for the majority of courses 

and jobs that girls enter after leaving BSG. 

 

What will I learn and how is the course structured? 

The English Language course is designed to develop 

pupils’ skills as readers and writers. These are 

assessed through two examinations at the end of 

the course. 

During the course pupils will read a wide variety of 

texts from the nineteenth century up to the present 

day, including both fiction and non-fiction. They will 

develop skills in understanding, interpreting, 

analysing and evaluating texts and learn how to 

express their responses clearly in writing. 

Pupils will develop their ability to write in a range 

styles and for different audiences and purposes.   

 

 

 

 

 

Examinations 

Paper 1 Explorations in Creative Reading and 

Writing (50%) 

 I hour 45 minutes 

 

Section A Reading: Four questions on an unseen 

prose fiction text   

Section B Writing: Choice of two tasks: descriptive 

and narrative 

 

Paper 2 Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 

(50%) 

1 hour 45 minutes 

 

Section A Reading: Four questions on two linked 

non-fiction texts.  At least one will have been 

written in the nineteenth century. 

Section B Writing: One task.  Produce a text for a 

specific audience and purpose.                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                 

 

Spoken Language (formerly known as Speaking and 

Listening) is also formally assessed. This does not 

contribute to the final GCSE grade, but is endorsed 

separately. 

Discussions, presentations and group work will form 

an integral part of the course. 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE (AQA) 

 
 
 
All pupils at BSG take GCSE English Literature as 

well as English Language. The teaching and 

learning for both subjects happens in English 

lessons but lead to two separate GCSE 

qualifications. The preparation for the two courses 

is integrated.  The English Literature course builds 

on the many skills developed in English Language 

but the emphasis is on reading and responding to a 

variety of literary texts in a range of ways.  The 

integrated courses complement and consolidate 

learning for both elements. 

 

What will I learn and how is the course 

structured? 

The English Literature course develops the skills of 

interpretation, analysis, evaluation and the ability 

to present and justify a personal response.  

Students will study a range of texts including a 

Shakespeare play, a nineteenth century novel, 

modern prose or drama and a selection of poetry. 

They will explore the significance of the social, 

cultural and historical contexts of what they read. 

 

Examinations 

Paper 1 Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel 

(50%) 

1 hour 45 minutes 

 

Section A  One question on a Shakespeare play eg 

The Merchant of Venice, Macbeth 

Section B  One question on a 19th Century novel eg 

Jane Eyre, Great Expectations 

 

 

Paper 2 Modern texts and poetry (50%) 

2 hours 15 minutes 

Section A  - One question from a choice of two on 

prepared prose or drama text eg Animal Farm, An 

Inspector Calls 

 

Section B -  One question comparing two poems 

from a prepared anthology 

 

Section C  - Two questions on unseen poetry.  One 

will be a comparative question. 

 

All examinations are ‘closed book’, which means 

pupils are not allowed to take their texts into 

examinations. 
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MATHEMATICS (EDEXCEL) 

 

 

Mathematics is a core subject which provides an 

opportunity to develop powers of logical reasoning, 

for enhancing everyday mathematical skills and for 

appreciating the role of mathematics in the world 

around us.  GCSE mathematics at Grade C and above 

is often a necessary requirement for future study in 

many different subjects.  

 

The aims of the course are:   

 

 To develop fluent knowledge, skills and 

understanding of mathematical methods and 

concepts. 

 To acquire, select and apply mathematical 

techniques to solve problems. 

 To reason mathematically, make deductions 

and inferences and draw conclusions. 

 To comprehend, interpret and communicate 

mathematical information in a variety of 

forms appropriate to the information and 

context. 

 To gain a firm foundation of the basic methods 

on which to build at higher levels. 

 To explore topics through algebra, practical 

work and mathematical modelling, by making 

use of the rich, interactive resources of ICT 

and the VLE. 

 To provide a stimulating and enjoyable 

mathematical experience that links the 

different branches bringing the subject 

together as a whole.  

What will I learn? 

 

The syllabus is based on the National Curriculum for 
Mathematics for Key Stage 4, including topics on 
number and algebra, shape and space and data 
handling with emphasis on using and applying 
mathematics itself.  

 

Whilst consolidating previous concepts, new 

material includes vectors and surds, solving 

algebraic equations with their associated graphs, 

interpreting statistical data and discovering 

methods to resolve more complex geometrical 

shapes.  ICT is used extensively to support pupils’ 

learning also providing innovative ways of practising 

techniques by using spreadsheets for clarifying 

algebraic processes, graph plotting programs and 

geometry packages.  

 

How will I be assessed? 

 

Assessment includes three examination papers of 

1 hour 30 minutes each (one non-calculator and two 

calculator papers), taken at the end of the course. 

These incorporate the new Assessment Objectives 

which are: 

 

A01

  

Use and apply standard techniques 

 

A02 Reason, interpret and communicate 

mathematically 

A03 Solve problems within mathematics and in 

other contexts 

 
This is a new specification introduced by the 

Government to be first examined in 2017 and there 

is a much greater focus on solving non-routine 

problems in mathematical and non-mathematical 

contexts. It could involve students having to 

translate problems into processes, make 

connections between different parts of 

mathematics as well as evaluating methods and 

solutions. 



 
 11 

SCIENCE   (AQA) 

 

 

All students study Triple Award Science resulting in 

separate GCSE qualifications in Biology, Chemistry 

and Physics. 

 

What will I learn? 

 

The course of study will give you the opportunity to: 

 

 Develop your interest in, and enthusiasm 

for, science. 

 Develop a critical approach to scientific 

evidence and methods. 

 Acquire and apply skills, knowledge and 

understanding of how science works and 

its essential role in society. 

 Appreciate the unique contribution of 

science to the objective understanding of 

the material world. 

 Acquire scientific skills, knowledge and 

understanding necessary for progression 

to further learning. 

 

For detailed information on the programme of 

study, please consult the specifications on the AQA 

website (Biology 8461, Chemistry 8462, Physics 

8463). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 

 

You will be assessed at the end of Year 11 taking 

separate examinations in biology, chemistry and 

physics. 

 

You will take 2 papers for each of the three 

disciplines and each paper will be worth 50% of the 

overall marks. Questions will be multiple choice, 

structured, closed short answer and multiple 

choice. 

 

Each paper will last 1 hour and 45 minutes – making 

a total of 3 and a half hours of examinations for each 

separate science.   

 

In addition, your practical skills in science will be 

formally assessed during practical investigations in 

class. Your practical work will not contribute directly 

to your overall   science grades but your teachers 

will determine whether you have met the 

requirements of this area of the course and, if so, 

you will achieve a practical endorsement on your 

GCSE certificate. 
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GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE (AQA) AND/OR MICROSOFT OFFICE SPECIALIST 
CERTIFICATION  

 
All students will follow the Microsoft Office 

Specialist (MOS) course in year 10. You must then 

choose whether you wish to further your study by 

opting to take the GCSE in Computer Science 

alongside the MOS course in year 10 and separately 

in year 11. Studying GCSE Computer Science will be 

excellent preparation for further study at A Level in 

the Sixth Form. 

 

GCSE Computer Science 
 

Content 

 

Computing is of enormous importance to the 

economy, and the role of Computer Science as a 

discipline itself and as an ‘underpinning’ subject 

across science and engineering is growing rapidly. 

Computer technology continues to advance rapidly 

and the way that technology is consumed has also 

been changing at a fast pace over recent years. The 

growth in the use of mobile devices and web-

related technologies has exploded, resulting in new 

challenges for employers and employees. For 

example, businesses today require an ever-

increasing number of technologically-aware 

individuals. This is even more so in the gaming, 

mobile and web related industries and this 

specification has been designed with this in mind. 

Students studying this course will learn how to 

create applications that: 

 run on mobile devices 

 operate in a web enabled environment. 

In addition they will: 

 learn how to create simple computer 

games. 

 gain an understanding of the fundamental 

concepts around creating software 

applications. 

 have opportunities to work collaboratively. 

 
Topics include: 
1. Fundamentals of algorithms 

2. Programming 

3. Fundamentals of data representation 

4. Computer systems 

5. Fundamentals of computer networks 

6. Fundamentals of cyber security 

7. Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of 

digital technology on wider society, 

including issues of privacy 

8. Aspects of software development 

9. Non-exam assessment. 

The GCSE in Computer Science represents an 

exciting departure from traditional ICT and is a 

highly respected subject by many of the leading 

academic institutions due to the fact that it 

encourages computational thinking. These tools 

and techniques are employed by software 

developers and include:  

 

 Decomposition: Breaking a task or problem 

into steps or parts. 

 Pattern Recognition: Making predictions 

and models to test.  

 Pattern Generalisation and Abstraction: 

Discovering the laws, or principles that 

cause these patterns and 

 Algorithm Design: Developing the 

instructions to solve similar problems and 

repeat the process 
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Assessment 
 

Paper 1: 

Computational 

thinking and 

problem 

solving 

Written exam 
set in 
practically 
based 
scenarios: 1 
hour 30 
minutes 

80 marks 

40% of GCSE 

What's assessed 

Computational thinking, problem solving, code tracing 

and applied computing as well as theoretical knowledge 

of computer science from Subject content 1–4 above.  

Questions 

A mix of multiple choice, short-answer and longer-

answer questions assessing a student’s practical 

problem solving and computational thinking skills. 

Paper 2: 

Written 

assessment 

1 hour 30 
minutes 

80 marks 

40% of GCSE 

What's assessed 

Theoretical knowledge from Subject content 3–7 above. 

Questions 

A mix of multiple choice, short-answer, longer-answer 

and extended response questions assessing a student’s 

theoretical knowledge. 

Non-exam 

assessment 

Report: 
detailing 20 
hours of NEA 
work 

80 marks 

20% of GCSE 

What's assessed 

The non-exam assessment (NEA) assesses a student's 

ability to use the knowledge and skills gained through 

the course to solve a practical programming problem. 

Students will be expected to follow a systematic 

approach to problem solving, consistent with the skills 

described in Section 8 of the Subject content above. 

Tasks  

The development of a computer program along with the 

computer programming code itself which has been 

designed, written and tested by a student to solve a 

problem. Students will produce an original report 

outlining this development. 

 

 

 
 
General Information 

 

Lessons will be divided up into theoretical and practical sessions. In year 10 we would expect to be developing 

our skills in programming and computational thinking and regularly assessing understanding of the theory 

through in class tests and homework. In year 11 this will lead on to undertaking the controlled assessment. This 

proposed structure may change depending on the aptitude of the groups. 
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DESIGN and TECHNOLOGY (AQA) 

 
 
 

Why study Design & Technology? 
 
Design and Technology brings your ideas to life!  Use 

your imagination to create innovative ideas that you 

will develop in a variety of contexts.  Learn how to 

appreciate the design process behind items that you 

use every day.  Have you ever stopped to consider 

how the clothes you wear, the food you eat, the 

i-Phone you use and the packaging you open are 

conceived and created?  Everything begins with an 

idea: that idea will be yours!  

 

You will study: 

 

 How to develop a specification for a product 

 How to analyse existing products  

 How to generate a range of design proposals  

 How to use the Internet to research ideas 

 Product development and planning 

 How to select materials and work with tools 

and equipment 

 How to evaluate products  

 

You will learn how to: 

 

 Improve your ICT skills and learn about CAD 

and CAM 

 Develop your awareness of consumer 

requirements of a product 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 Analyse products and the processes used to 

manufacture them 

 Work practically with a range of materials and 

components 

 Work on your own and as part of a team  

 

The course will enable you to: 

 

 Actively engage in the process of design and 

technology to develop as an independent 

learner. 

 Make decisions, consider sustainability and 

combine skills to design and make quality 

products 

 Understand that designing and making reflect 

and influence culture and societies and that 

products have an impact on life style  

 Develop skills of creativity and analysis by 

making links between principles of good 

design, existing products and technological 

knowledge 

 

What can I expect? 

 

In Year 10, you will undertake several small projects, 

using a range of materials and techniques, to develop 

your skills and knowledge related to your chosen 

focus area.  Much of year 11 will be spent working on 

the Controlled Assessment Task.  
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Assessment  

The school uses the AQA suite of specifications for 

Design and Technology subjects.  The courses will 

follow a 2-unit format where one unit will be a 2 hour 

written examination and one unit will be a 45 hour 

controlled assessment, (supervised coursework 

project).  

 

- Written paper:  2 hours, 120 marks, 40% of the 

total marks.  

o One paper with 2 sections 

 Section A:  30 marks.  A design question 

based on a context supplied before the 

exam.  

 Section B:  90 marks.  Covers all aspects of 

specification.  

 

- Controlled Assessment:  90 marks, 60% of total 

marks.  

 

A single design and make activity selected from a 

choice of set tasks, consisting of the development of a 

made outcome and a concise design folder and/or ICT 

evidence.  

 

The design folder should consist of approximately of 

20 pages of A3 paper or the ICT equivalent 

(e portfolio)  

 

A brief summary of the contents of each option is 

given below.  

 

GRAPHIC PRODUCTS 

 

A pop-up book, a board game, a rock band poster are 

all graphic products which need to be designed and 

drawn.  This course enables a creative approach to 

solving a number of design problems whilst learning a 

range of drawing and presentation techniques 

including the use of CAD CAM equipment and 

modelling skills.  

 

TEXTILES TECHNOLOGY 

 

Learn to design and make innovative products which 

reflect modern developments in fibres and fabrics. You 

can use colour and embellishment to create new 

fabrics. An interest in fashion accessories or interior 

design will enable you to design, illustrate and cut 

patterns in order to make quality products. CAD/CAM 

can be used to enhance your work: clothes, hats, wall 

hangings, bags, soft furnishings and toys are examples 

of the products that you could make. Don’t worry if you 

think you can’t sew! 

 

PRODUCT DESIGN  

 

Product design is a course which combines making, 

modelling and visual communication, allowing you to 

work in one or a combination of materials (paper, card, 

wood, metal and plastics). The emphasis is on problem 

solving, invention and creativity and is for pupils who 

enjoy designing and making high quality products with 

a diverse range of materials available. Jewellery, toys, 

board games and small items of furniture are examples 

of products that could be made. 



 

16 

 

FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION  

 
This GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is a 
completely new exciting and creative course 
replacing the Food Technology course.  It focuses on 
practical cooking skills to ensure you develop a 
thorough understanding of nutrition, food 
provenance and the working characteristics of food 
materials. This course is for students who enjoy food 
preparation, cooking, experimenting with food, and 
developing nutritious healthy dishes. 
 
The course covers the knowledge, understanding and 
skills required to cook and apply the principles of food 
science, nutrition and healthy eating. The majority of 
the course will be delivered through practical 
preparation and making activities. You need to be able 
to make the connections between theory and practice 
to apply understanding of food and nutrition to your 
own practical work. 
 
You will study: 
 
 Food preparation skills are integrated into five core 
topics: 
 

1. Food, nutrition and health 

2. Food science 

3. Food safety 

4. Food choice 

5. Food provenance. 

 
The range of food and ingredients studied will reflect 
the recommended guidelines for a healthy diet based 
on the main food commodity groups.  
 
 You will learn how to: 

 Develop a wide range of practical skills 

 Use your knowledge of nutrition and science 

behind food to develop dishes 

 Choose ingredients and have an awareness 

of the wider environmental aspects of food 

choice and where food comes from 

 Develop new dishes through 

experimentation and using an understanding 

of a range of culinary traditions 

 

The course will enable you to: 

• consider the influence of lifestyle and consumer 
choice when developing meals and recipes 

 consider the nutritional needs and food 

choices when selecting recipes, including 

when making decisions about the 

ingredients, processes, cooking methods, 

and portion sizes 

 develop the ability to review and make 

improvements to recipes by amending them 

to include the most appropriate ingredients, 

process, cooking methods, and portion sizes 

 manage the time and cost of recipes 

effectively 

 use your testing and sensory evaluation skills 

to improve the recipe during the preparation 

and cooking process 

 explain, justify and present your ideas about 

your chosen recipes and cooking methods to 

others 

 

What can I expect? 

In year 10 you will undertake a considerable amount 

of practical work to develop your skills and 

understanding of food materials along with 

completing a series of modules involving written work 

and food experiments. There will be some visits to 

food production and manufacturing facilities.  Much 

of year 11 will be spent working on the NEA element. 

Assessment 

Assessment will consist of a written examination and 

some non-examined assessment. 

Written examination 

Tests the theoretical knowledge of food preparation 
and nutrition from Sections 1 to 5 above. 
 
• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
• 100 marks 
• 50% of GCSE 
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Questions 
 

• Multiple choice questions (20 marks) 

• Five questions each with a number of sub 

questions (80 marks) 

 

Non-examined Assessment 

Consists of two tasks set by the examination board 

Task 1: Food investigation 

 

Tests understanding of the working characteristics, 

functional and chemical properties of ingredients. You 

will produce a written report (1,500–2,000 words) 

including photographic evidence of the practical 

investigation. 

Practical investigations are a compulsory element of 

this NEA task. 

 

 

Task 2: Food preparation assessment 

 

Tests knowledge, skills and understanding in relation 

to the planning, preparation, cooking, presentation of 

food and application of nutrition related to the chosen 

task. 

You will prepare, cook and present a final menu of 

three dishes within a single period of no more than 

three hours, planning in advance how this will be 

achieved. This will be recorded in a concise portfolio 

of no more than 15 sides of A4, including 

photographic evidence. 

 

It is more important for pupils choosing the course to 

enjoy a large variety of foods than have a natural flair 

for cooking; we will teach you how to cook! The 

course is taught in a “hands on” practical way; 

consequently the weekly purchase of ingredients will 

be necessary.   
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES  - WJEC (Eduqas)  

 
The course will:

 

 Help you develop your knowledge and 

understanding of religions and non-religious 

beliefs, such as atheism and humanism 

 Develop your  knowledge and understanding 

of religious beliefs, teachings, practices, and 

sources of wisdom and authority, including 

through your reading of key religious texts, 

other texts, and scriptures of the religions 

you are studying 

 Develop your ability to construct well-argued, 

well-informed, balanced and structured 

written arguments, demonstrating your 

depth and breadth of understanding of the 

subject 

 Provide opportunities for you to engage with 

questions of belief, value, meaning, purpose, 

truth, and their influence on human life 

 Challenge you to reflect on and develop your 

own values, beliefs and attitudes in the light 

of what you have learnt and contributes to 

your preparation for adult life in a pluralistic 

society and global community. 

 What will I learn? 

 

Component 1, worth 50% (Year 10/11) 

Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the 

Modern World 

You will study the following four themes: 

 

Theme 1: Relationships  

Theme 2: Life and Death  

Theme 3: Good and Evil 

Theme 4: Human Rights 

 

Component 2, worth 25% (Year 10) 

Study of Christianity 

You will study the beliefs, teachings and practices of 

Christianity  

 

Component 3, worth 25% (Year 9, terms 2 & 3) 

Study of a World Faith (Buddhism)  

Each component will be assessed by compulsory 

questions focusing on knowledge, understanding and 

evaluation of the identified themes. 

 

This course will be assessed be three exams at the end 

of year 11. 
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES : French, German & Spanish (EDEXCEL) 
Languages for all  

 
 

What will I learn? 

Languages should be accessible to all abilities and 

the new GCSE specifications have been developed to 

help all students benefit from learning a language 

and learning about the world around them. The GCSE 

Modern Language courses in French and German are 

a continuation of topics covered in KS3 and also 

provide a firm foundation for those students who 

want to continue at A level.  The main aim of the 

courses is to allow you to develop your ability to use 

the language effectively in listening, speaking, 

reading and writing across a range of areas of 

experience and themes.   
 

We are also pleased to offer Spanish as a beginners’ 

course leading to GCSE after two years of study.  Due 

to the limited amount of time available you must be 

prepared to work at a fast pace so as to reach GCSE 

standard.  

 

Theme content for Listening, Speaking, Reading and 

Writing for French, German and Spanish: 

 Identity and culture 

 Local area, holiday and travel 

 School 

 Future aspirations and global dimension 

 Centre-devised options:  option to be linked to 

other areas of the curriculum  

 

The work in class is topic-based and through the four 

skills you will learn to understand and respond to 

spoken language, to improve your grammar in writing, 

to widen your vocabulary in reading and to gain 

confidence in speaking spontaneously by taking an 

active part in pair/group work or with a conversation 

with your teacher and the Foreign Language Assistant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework will continue to be set and assessed 

regularly. 

 

How will I be assessed? 
 

All assessment will take place at the end of the 

course in year 11 and will be assessed via a final 

examination in each skill area. 
 

Grading will be on the new 9-1 grading system (top 

grade = 9) 
 

 

Unit 1 – Listening: 25%  
 

Unit 2 – Speaking: 25%  
 

Unit 3 – Reading: 25%  
 

Unit 4 – Writing : 25% 
 

In a competitive age, learning a language gives you the 

edge over your peers, and the GCSE course content is 

relevant for future use in later life. The experience of 

learning a modern foreign language is a worthwhile 

and rewarding one.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nelson Mandela 
 

 

Speaking a language other than English opens 

up the world to you.  You have an asset for life. 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=nelson mandela quotes + language&safe=active&biw=1208&bih=817&tbm=isch&tbnid=nmrcS9KZOrerDM:&imgrefurl=http://redglitterx.wordpress.com/tag/twitter-2/&docid=dPzYRMBTDUlgoM&imgurl=http://s3.amazonaws.com/data.tumblr.com/tumblr_m1uj58OPfA1rn3qk8o1_1280.png&w=678&h=367&ei=f5_XUoP5Ja-07QbcmYFA&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=1078&page=2&start=20&ndsp=24&ved=0CM4BEK0DMCU
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=nelson mandela quotes + language&safe=active&biw=1208&bih=817&tbm=isch&tbnid=36BCePvTQA4nBM:&imgrefurl=http://www.quotenor.com/quote/if-you-talk-to-a-man-in-a-language-he-understands-that-goes-to-his-head--if-you-talk-to-him-in-his-l&docid=0-VeiXWN9jwP3M&imgurl=http://www.quotenor.com/resources/quoteImages/image-1-834-1513-2644.png&w=600&h=375&ei=f5_XUoP5Ja-07QbcmYFA&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=484&page=2&start=20&ndsp=24&ved=0COABEK0DMCs
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GEOGRAPHY   Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Geography A  

‘Geographical themes and challenges’. 

 
 
The new Edexcel GCSE A Specification aims to be 

engaging and relevant to today’s young geographers- 

a qualification that enables students to explore the 

world, the challenges it faces and their own place in it, 

and enable them prepare to succeed in their chosen 

pathway.  

 

What will I study? 

You will study 3 components as follows: 

 

Component 1: The Physical Environment 

- The changing landscapes of the UK 

- Weather hazards and climate change 

- Ecosystems, biodiversity and management 

 

Component 2: The Human Environment 

- Changing cities 

- Global development 

- Resource management 

 

Component 3: Geographical Investigations: 
Fieldwork and UK Challenges 
 

- Geographical investigation of a coastal area, 

including a one-day field trip 

- Geographical investigation of an urban area, 

including a one-day field trip 

- UK challenges 

 

 

 

 

How will I be assessed? 

 

Component 1: The Physical Environment 

Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes 

37.5% of the qualification 

94 marks 

The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short 

response questions, calculations and 8-mark 

extended writing questions 

 

Component 2: The Human Environment 

Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes 

37.5% of the qualification 

94 marks 

The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short 

response questions, calculations and 8-mark 

extended writing questions. 

 

Component 3: Geographical Investigations: 
Fieldwork and UK Challenges 
 
Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes 

25% of the qualification 

64 marks 

The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short 

response questions, calculations, 8-mark and 12-mark 

extended writing questions. 

 

For more information, including sample assessment 

materials, visit:   

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/

edexcel-gcses/geography-a-2016.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/geography-a-2016.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/geography-a-2016.html
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HISTORY  (AQA) 

 

 

 
Specification 8145 

This qualification is linear. Linear means that you 

will sit all your exams at the end of the course. GCSE 

History students must take assessments in both of 

the following papers: 

Paper 1: Understanding the modern world 

Paper 2: Shaping the nation 

What will I learn? 

The GCSE History content comprises the following 

elements: 

 one period study 

 one thematic study 

 one wider world depth study 

 one British depth study including the 

historic environment. 

Paper 1: Understanding the modern world 

Section A: Period study 

1C Russia 1894-1945 Tsardom and communism 

This period study focuses on the development of 

Russia during a turbulent half century of change. It 

was a period of autocracy and communism – the fall 

of the Tsar and the rise and consolidation of 

communism under Lenin and Stalin. You will study 

the political, economic, social and cultural aspects 

of these two developments and the role ideas 

played in influencing change. You will also look at 

the role of key individuals and groups in shaping 

change and the impact the developments had on 

them. 

 

 

Section B: Wider world depth study 

Conflict and Tension – the causes and events of the 

First World War 1894-1918 

This wider world depth study enables you to 

understand the complex and diverse interests of 

the Great Powers and other states. It focuses on the 

causes, nature and conclusion of the First World 

War and seeks to show how and why conflict 

occurred, and why it proved difficult to bring the 

war to a conclusion. This study also considers the 

role of key individuals and groups in shaping change 

and how they were affected by and influenced 

international relations. 

How Paper 1 is assessed 

 Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

 84 marks (including 4 marks for spelling, 

punctuation and grammar) 

 50% of GCSE 

Questions 

 Section A – six compulsory questions (40 

marks) 

 Section B – four compulsory questions (40 

marks) 

 Plus 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and 

grammar 
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Paper 2: Shaping the nation  

Section A: Thematic study 

2B Britain Power and the people: c.1170 to the 
present day 

This thematic study will enable you to gain an 

understanding of the development of the 

relationship between the citizen and the state in 

Britain over a long period of time. It considers the 

causes, scale, nature and consequences of protest 

to that relationship. By charting the journey from 

feudalism and serfdom to democracy and equality, 

it reveals how, in different periods, the state 

responds to challenges to its authority and their 

impact. It allows you to construct an understanding 

of the rights and responsibilities of the citizen. You 

will have the opportunity to see how ideas, events 

or developments in the wider world affected the 

course of Britain's political development and you 

will appreciate the idea that ideas of authority, 

challenge and rights did not develop in isolation, 

but should be seen in terms of how they affected 

Britain and British people. 

Section B: British depth study including the historic 
environment 

Elizabethan England c.1568-1603 

This is a study in depth a specified period, the last 

35 years of Elizabeth I's reign. The study will focus 

on major events of Elizabeth I’s reign considered 

from economic, religious, political, social and 

cultural standpoints, and arising contemporary and 

historical controversies. This unit includes the study 

of different historic environments and will enrich 

your understanding of Elizabethan England. 

How Paper 2 is assessed 

 Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

 84 marks (including 4 marks for spelling, 
punctuation and grammar) 

 50% of GCSE 

Questions 

 Section A – four compulsory questions (40 
marks) 

 Section B – four compulsory questions (40 
marks) 

 Plus 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and 
grammar 



 
 

23 

ART AND DESIGN    (OCR) 

 
 

 
What will I learn? 

 

You will have a wide range of topics, media and artists 

to choose from in the development of your 

coursework and this provides creative opportunities 

for you to make substantial 2D or 3D work.  Careers 

which may benefit from the study of Art and Design 

include:  Television, Film, Architecture, Illustration, 

Advertising, Publishing, Photography, Theatre and 

Expressive Arts, Fashion, Graphic Design, Art 

Education and Therapy, Art Galleries & Museums, Arts 

Administration, Teaching, etc. 

 

AREAS OF STUDY: 

 

 Work in 2-D and 3-D media 

 Direct observation 

 Responding to artists', designers' and other 

cultures' work 

 Imaginative development 

 Gallery visits 

 Clay, collage, mask making, drawing, painting, 

print-making, sculpture, computer work etc. 

 

POSSIBLE TOPICS: 

 Pattern and Decoration  

 Distortion 

 The Built and Natural Environment  

 Metamorphosis  

 Dreams and Nightmares  

 

How will I be assessed? 

 

You will submit 1 unit of coursework which counts for 

60% of the total GCSE mark.  There will be continuous 

individual assessment of coursework (as already 

experienced at Key Stage 3) and this work can be 

improved to gain higher marks.  Copies of the 

assessment objectives and exemplar material are 

available for you in both art rooms and in GCSE 

booklets given to you at the start of the course.  

 

The external task is worth 40% of the total GCSE mark.  

Pupils choose a topic from a selection given by the 

exam board.  

 

Both coursework and externally set task are assessed 

by your teacher, then moderated by the exam board.   
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DRAMA (AQA) 

 

 

What will I learn and what skills will I develop? 

 

The proposed GCSE syllabus for 2016 offers exciting 

possibilities to those who enjoy performing, but 

also offers exploration into all aspects of theatre 

production, including lighting, sound, set and 

costume design.   

You will gain knowledge of different drama genres 

and styles; learn to use different stage and 

performance conventions; exploring the ways in 

which performers and designers communicate 

meaning to an audience; and developing many 

other communication skills.  Such skills will be of 

value in the future, in any profession that involves 

dealing with people - the legal profession; 

education;  social work; journalism, and of course 

TV, film and the theatre. 

 

Many lessons involve practical work:  developing 

work for assessment, rehearsal and performance.  

However, you should also be ready to engage in a 

variety of written tasks, arising out of the practical 

work undertaken. This will include keeping a 

rehearsal log which is part of the exam and worth 

60 marks, and developing responses to play scripts. 

There is also a written exam based on the study of a 

set text which is worth 80 marks.  For success, it is 

vital to be ready to attend a number of live 

productions, both in and out of school time.  Follow 

up lessons will result in reviews of these live 

productions.  We try to ensure that at least one such 

trip is to the West End, London.  In recent years this 

has included ‘War Horse’ and ‘The Woman in Black’. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Drama develops the skills of the independent 

learner: encouraging independent research and 

exploration of individual ideas and responses; 

working co-operatively as a member of a group; 

nurturing focus and the ability to work without 

constant supervision; setting short and long term 

targets as a group member and as an individual; 

developing the skills of self and peer assessment to 

ensure a full understanding of how to succeed in 

this examination.    

 
The subject content is divided into three 

components: 

1. Understanding of Drama 

2. Devising Drama 

3. Texts in practice 

 

Assessments 

Component 1 Understanding Drama 

What is assessed? 

Knowledge and understanding of drama and 

theatre 

Study of ONE play 

Analysis and evaluation of the work of live 

theatre makers 

It is assessed by a written exam 1 hour and 45 

minutes 

Open book 

80 marks 

40% of GCSE 
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Questions will be: 

 Section A – Multiple choice 

Section B – Four questions on a given extract 

from the set play 

Section C – One two part question (from a 

choice) on the work of theatre makers in a 

single live theatre production. 

Component Two: 

What is assessed: 

Process of creating devised drama (pupils may 

contribute as a performer or designer) 

Performance of devised drama: 

Analysis and evaluation of own work 

How it is assessed: 

Devising log 

Devised performance 

80 marks in total 

40% of GCSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Component 3: 

What is assessed: 

Performance of TWO extracts from ONE play 

(pupils may contribute as a performer or 

designer) 

Free choice of play but it must contrast with the 

play set in Component 1 

How is it assessed: 

Performance of Extract 1 (25 marks) AND 

Extract 2 (25 marks) 

50 Marks in total 

20% of the GCSE  

This component is marked by AQA 
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MUSIC   (Edexcel) 

 
 
What will I learn? 
 

You will develop you knowledge, understanding and 

skills in performing, composing and appraising 

music. 

 

 You will gain experience performing as a 

soloist (instrumental or vocal) and as a 

member of various class ensembles.   

Candidates need to be confident and 

competent performers, and it is preferable 

for students to be having lessons on their 

chosen instrument (or voice).  Discounts on 

instrumental or vocal lessons arranged in 

school are available for GCSE Music 

students. 

 

 You will learn to compose individually and 

in groups in a variety of musical styles 

including song-writing.   As part of this, you 

will learn how to use music software – 

Sibelius (notation software) and Cubase 

(sequencing software).  There are also an 

increasing number of app-based 

compositional tools which students are 

encouraged to explore. 

 

 You will study four areas of music, 

including set works from each topic, which 

will form the basis of the Appraising Music 

written examination: 
 

- Instrumental Music  

- Vocal Music including pop/rock 

- Music for Stage and Screen 

- Fusions 
 

 Some knowledge of music theory and 

notation is helpful, but all essential skills in 

this area are taught as part of the course.  

The work covered in Key Stage 3 has been 

designed to provide a foundation for any 

student to access GCSE music.  
 

 GCSE Music is essential preparation for 

further study in Music eg A/AS Level, BTEC 

or equivalent qualifications 
 

 GCSE Music students should be excited by 

the prospect of learning more about the 

subject and be keen to expand and 

broaden their understanding in this area.  

Music GCSE, as well as being a recognised 

academic subject, also offers practical and 

creative opportunities to students and can 

provide an excellent counterpart to other 

curriculum subjects. 

 
How will I be assessed? 
 

Component Title Duration Weighting 

1 Performance (Solo & Ensemble) Coursework 30% 

2 Composition (2 compositions) Coursework 30% 

3 Appraising Music Written Exam (1¾ hours) 40% 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION (EDEXCEL) 
 

 

Who should opt for this subject? 

You should choose this subject if you: 
 

 Are already committed to participating in at 

least two sports competitively outside of 

school. 

 You have a keen interest in and a good 

understanding of Biology, Anatomy and 

Physiology. 

 Are considering a sports-related career, such 

as Physiotherapy, Sports Science or medicine 

GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION NEW SPECIFICATION; AN OVERVIEW 

 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES YOU HAVE TO CHOOSE FROM: 
   

Individual Activities  Team Activities 
 

Amateur Boxing Gymnastics  Association Football Hockey 

Athletics – Field Events Equestrian  *Badminton Lacrosse 

Athletics – Track Events Kayaking  Basketball Netball 

Canoeing Rock Climbing   Volleyball Rowing 

Track Cycling  Sculling   Cricket Rugby League 

Road Cycling Skiing  *Dance Rugby Union 

Diving Snowboarding   Gaelic Football *Squash 

Golf Swimming  Handball *Table Tennis 

 Trampolining   *Tennis 

 
 

*Badminton, Dance, Table Tennis and Tennis are permitted as either a team or individual activities 
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YEAR 10 OPTION CHOICES        MY COPY 

 
 

Pupil’s Name      Form     

  

CORE SUBJECTS 
 

All pupils study: 
 

English Language  Religious Studies 

English Literature Biology 

Mathematics Chemistry 

 Physics 

 

You then have 4 further choices.   
We recommend you choose at least one subject from each of these boxes:  
 

Modern Foreign Language 
 

French 

German 

Spanish 

Humanities  
 

Geography 

History  
 

Creative, Practical & Technical  
 

Art 

Computing  

Drama 

Food Preparation & Nutrition 

Graphic Products 

Music  

Physical Education  

Product Design 

Textiles Technology 

   

 Now pick one or more subjects from the box below so that you have 4 choices in total.  
 

 

Art 

Computing  

Drama  

Food Preparation & Nutrition 

 

French    

Geography 

German 

Graphic Products 

History  
 

Music 

Physical Education  

Product Design  

Spanish 

Textiles Technology 

 
 

Note here your 4 subject choices 
 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  
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YEAR 10 OPTION CHOICES        SCHOOL COPY 

 
 

Pupil’s Name      Form     

  

CORE SUBJECTS 
 

All pupils study: 
 

English Language  Religious Studies 

English Literature Biology 

Mathematics Chemistry 

 Physics 

 

You then have 4 further choices.   
We recommend you choose at least one subject from each of these boxes:  
 

Modern Foreign Language 
 

French 

German 

Spanish 

Humanities  
 

Geography 

History  
 

Creative, Practical & Technical  
 

Art 

Computing  

Drama 

Food Preparation & Nutrition 

Graphic Products 

Music  

Physical Education  

Product Design 

Textiles Technology 

   
 Now pick one or more subjects from the box below so that you have 4 choices in total.  
 

 

Art 

Computing  

Drama  

Food Preparation & Nutrition 

 

French    

Geography 

German 

Graphic Products 

History  
 

Music 

Physical Education  

Product Design  

Spanish 

Textiles Technology 

 

 

Note here your 4 subject choices 
 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

 


